
Hey there, time traveller!

This article was published 16/01/2013

(4369 days ago), so information in it may

no longer be current.

The last Child and Family Services

worker to recommend closing the file

on Phoenix Sinclair without ever

seeing her wasn’t breaking any rules

in 2005, the inquiry into the death of

the little girl heard this morning.

Today, the rules have changed and

Christopher Zalevich couldn’t

recommend closing a file on a child

without actually seeing her and

finding out if the adults she lived with

have had problems with CFS in the

past.
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The crisis response unit worker who

went to Phoenix’s apartment block in

March 2005 continued his testimony

this morning. His was the last visit

anyone from CFS paid to her home

before she was taken away and killed

later that year by her mother

Samantha Kematch and stepfather

Karl “Wes” McKay.

Zalevich spoke to Kematch in the

hallway but didn’t see Phoenix or

know that McKay lived there, too.

McKay had a criminal history of

domestic violence that CFS had on file.

That fact wasn’t included in the

information received when he was

assigned the case, he testified.

The CFS after-hours worker who took

a call from someone saying Kematch

may be abusing Phoenix and locking

her in a bedroom ommitted that

information, the inquiry heard earlier.

JOE BRYKSA / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS Christopher

Zalevich
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Jacki Davidson testified that she cut

and pasted information from the files

but missed the part about the last CFS

intervention and McKay entering the

picture.

The lawyer representing several child

welfare authorities went through a list

of rule changes that have been made

since Phoenix’s death in 2005 and her

mother and McKay being convicted of

her murder in 2008.

Social workers now have to see the

child in question before they can close

a file, said Kris Saxberg. They also

have to check to see if the adults living

in the home have a history of

involvement with child welfare, the

lawyer said.
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On Winnipeg Jets game days,

hockey writers Mike

McIntyre and Ken Wiebe

send news, notes and

quotes from the morning

skate, as well as injury

updates and lineup

decisions. Arrives a few

hours prior to puck drop.
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Workers are no longer allowed to

simply cut and paste chunks of

information from the files but have to

read it and prepare their own report,

Saxberg said.
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Yesterday at 3:28 PM CST

The City of Winnipeg is entering 2025 not knowing when it

will have a new police chief.

Coun. Markus Chambers, who serves as chair of the

Winnipeg Police Board, told the Free Press last week that

the recruitment committee is “taking the time necessary

thoroughly evaluate all the information and materials

received.”

“The Board looks forward to making an official

announcement when the recruitment process is

complete,” Chambers said in an email.

On Dec. 6 Chambers said two rounds of interviews for the

job leading the Winnipeg Police Service had wrapped up,

a decision had been made and the announcement would

be made within the “next week or so ”


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-13°C, Cloudy with

wind
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12:09 PM

An 18-year-old woman is dead after an SUV

went off a northern Manitoba highway and

rolled on New Year’s Eve.



5. Jets rally falls short in 5-2 loss to Avs

6. Manitoba looks ahead to small steps, big projects

7. Stand-alone U of M engineering-education
department first of its kind in Canada

8. Fewer homicides in 2024 not evidence of trend,
Winnipeg criminologist says

9. Adult and Teen Challenge seeks funds for
recovery centre

10. Squandering equalization payments has left
Manitoba reeling

MORE LOCAL

Local Featured

Fewer homicides in 2024 not evidence
of trend, Winnipeg criminologist says

Erik Pindera

Updated: Yesterday at 9:58 AM CST

Outlet mall-area housing proposal the
shape of things to come, deputy
mayor says

Joyanne Pursaga

Updated: Yesterday at 11:21 AM CST

Law controlling machete sales goes
into effect

Tyler Searle

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024

Drivers line up to fill tanks before gas
tax reappears

Matthew Frank

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024

‘Excited’ Birchwood Terrace tenant
prepares to return

Toni De Guzman

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024

Manitoba charities hurt by postal
strike grateful for Ottawa’s plan to
extend donation deadline

Chris Kitching

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024

Squandering equalization
payments has left Manitoba

reeling
Tom Brodbeck

5 minute read | Preview

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024

Six slain cats found, police
investigating
Malak Abas

3 minute read | Preview

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024

Opinion

1/2/25, 12:59 PM Worker who closed file on Phoenix in 2005 wasn’t breaking any rules – Winnipeg Free Press

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2013/01/16/worker-who-closed-file-on-phoenix-in-2005-wasnt-breaking-any-rules 7/10

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2013/01/16/worker-who-closed-file-on-phoenix-in-2005-wasnt-breaking-any-rules
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/jets-rally-falls-short
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/2025/01/01/manitoba-looks-ahead-to-small-steps-big-projects
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/01/stand-alone-u-of-m-engineering-education-department-first-of-its-kind-in-canada
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/01/stand-alone-u-of-m-engineering-education-department-first-of-its-kind-in-canada
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/01/fewer-homicides-in-2024-not-evidence-of-trend-winnipeg-criminologist-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/01/fewer-homicides-in-2024-not-evidence-of-trend-winnipeg-criminologist-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/02/adult-and-teen-challenge-seeks-funds-for-recovery-centre
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/02/adult-and-teen-challenge-seeks-funds-for-recovery-centre
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/squandering-equalization-payments-has-left-manitoba-reeling
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/squandering-equalization-payments-has-left-manitoba-reeling
javascript: void(0);
javascript: void(0);
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/01/fewer-homicides-in-2024-not-evidence-of-trend-winnipeg-criminologist-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/01/fewer-homicides-in-2024-not-evidence-of-trend-winnipeg-criminologist-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/01/fewer-homicides-in-2024-not-evidence-of-trend-winnipeg-criminologist-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2025/01/01/fewer-homicides-in-2024-not-evidence-of-trend-winnipeg-criminologist-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/outlet-mall-area-housing-proposal-the-shape-of-things-to-come-deputy-mayor-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/outlet-mall-area-housing-proposal-the-shape-of-things-to-come-deputy-mayor-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/outlet-mall-area-housing-proposal-the-shape-of-things-to-come-deputy-mayor-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/outlet-mall-area-housing-proposal-the-shape-of-things-to-come-deputy-mayor-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/outlet-mall-area-housing-proposal-the-shape-of-things-to-come-deputy-mayor-says
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/law-controlling-machete-sales-goes-into-effect
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/law-controlling-machete-sales-goes-into-effect
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/law-controlling-machete-sales-goes-into-effect
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/law-controlling-machete-sales-goes-into-effect
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/drivers-line-up-to-fill-tanks-before-gas-tax-reappears
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/drivers-line-up-to-fill-tanks-before-gas-tax-reappears
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/drivers-line-up-to-fill-tanks-before-gas-tax-reappears
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/drivers-line-up-to-fill-tanks-before-gas-tax-reappears
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/excited-birchwood-terrace-tenant-prepares-to-return
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/excited-birchwood-terrace-tenant-prepares-to-return
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/excited-birchwood-terrace-tenant-prepares-to-return
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/excited-birchwood-terrace-tenant-prepares-to-return
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/manitoba-charities-hurt-by-postal-strike-grateful-for-ottawas-plan-to-extend-donation-deadline
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/manitoba-charities-hurt-by-postal-strike-grateful-for-ottawas-plan-to-extend-donation-deadline
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/manitoba-charities-hurt-by-postal-strike-grateful-for-ottawas-plan-to-extend-donation-deadline
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/manitoba-charities-hurt-by-postal-strike-grateful-for-ottawas-plan-to-extend-donation-deadline
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/manitoba-charities-hurt-by-postal-strike-grateful-for-ottawas-plan-to-extend-donation-deadline
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/squandering-equalization-payments-has-left-manitoba-reeling
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/squandering-equalization-payments-has-left-manitoba-reeling
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/squandering-equalization-payments-has-left-manitoba-reeling
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/six-dead-cats-found-police-investigating
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/six-dead-cats-found-police-investigating


 LOAD MORE

Links

Replica E-Edition

Machetes and other bladed instruments face new rules in
Manitoba starting Tuesday

The Canadian Press

1 minute read | Preview

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024

1/2/25, 12:59 PM Worker who closed file on Phoenix in 2005 wasn’t breaking any rules – Winnipeg Free Press

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2013/01/16/worker-who-closed-file-on-phoenix-in-2005-wasnt-breaking-any-rules 8/10

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/
javascript:void(0);
http://ee.winnipegfreepress.com/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/squandering-equalization-payments-has-left-manitoba-reeling
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/six-dead-cats-found-police-investigating
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/machetes-and-other-bladed-instruments-face-new-rules-in-manitoba-starting-tuesday
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/machetes-and-other-bladed-instruments-face-new-rules-in-manitoba-starting-tuesday
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/machetes-and-other-bladed-instruments-face-new-rules-in-manitoba-starting-tuesday
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/12/31/machetes-and-other-bladed-instruments-face-new-rules-in-manitoba-starting-tuesday


Front Page

Arts & Life

Business

Canada

Local

Opinion

Sports

World

Reader Bridge

WFP Events

Free Press 101: How we practise journalism

Advertising

About Us

Archives

Free Press Community Review

Classifieds

Contests

FP Features

Homes

Newsletters

Obituaries

Podcasts

Puzzles

Photo and Book Store

Become a Free Press Patron

Privacy Policy



Contact Us

Advertising Contact

Send a Letter to the Editor

1/2/25, 12:59 PM Worker who closed file on Phoenix in 2005 wasn’t breaking any rules – Winnipeg Free Press

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2013/01/16/worker-who-closed-file-on-phoenix-in-2005-wasnt-breaking-any-rules 9/10

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/canada
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/sports
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/world
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/reader-bridge
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/special-events
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/free-press-101
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/advertising
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/about-us
https://archives.winnipegfreepress.com/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/our-communities/
https://marketplace.winnipegfreepress.com/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/contests
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/fp-features
https://homes.winnipegfreepress.com/
https://account.winnipegfreepress.com/email-alerts
https://passages.winnipegfreepress.com/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/podcasts
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/diversions/puzzles
https://store.winnipegfreepress.com/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/patron
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/privacy-policy
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/contact-us
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/advertising
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/send_a_letter
javascript:void(0);


©2025 Winnipeg Free Press

Staff biographies

Submit a News Tip

Subscribe to Newsletters



My Account

Log Out

Grid View

List View

Compact View

Text Size

1/2/25, 12:59 PM Worker who closed file on Phoenix in 2005 wasn’t breaking any rules – Winnipeg Free Press

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2013/01/16/worker-who-closed-file-on-phoenix-in-2005-wasnt-breaking-any-rules 10/10

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/biographies
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/newstips
https://account.winnipegfreepress.com/email-alerts
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://account.winnipegfreepress.com/home
https://account.winnipegfreepress.com/logout
javascript:
javascript:
javascript:
javascript:

